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To bring everyone up to date on CGP’s day-to-day operation, programs, potential programs, and the fundraiser and volunteer assistance, we will briefly explain these four areas of accomplishment as follows:

1. Carolyn Weddle and myself operated primarily by phone in the new Eureka office beginning in February 2011. Stephanie replaced Carolyn in May, when most of the day-to-day work took place by phone. We need to remember and thank Gina Duxbury and Michael Destefano and other related volunteers for moving the office in February. Our office work, between Oregon and Eureka, takes approximately ten hours a week, and during this time we can systematically prepare for each meeting and take care of day-to-day emails. We are in the process of hiring Stephanie’s replacement, as she is leaving for the spring semester to study abroad.

2. Our primary programs are either in place or in a highly developed process towards completion. The primary program is the Humboldt County Chinese School (HCCS), which conducted its second session in March with approximately 25 participants, both students and parents. Two of our board members are involved: Heather Ballinger, who assumed primary responsibility for on-site administration for the program, and Sai Zhang, who has coordinated the teaching staff and volunteered extensively in the program. Bernie Levy was responsible for overall management and coordination of the program, and will continue to do so in this upcoming year during the third session of HCCS.  Our office manager is responsible for the basic logistics and registration, so that the program is not only sponsored, but also administered by CGP. The expectation is for 30 participants. Through Board Member Ruby Sodhi, we have been involved with Humboldt State, collaborating primarily Dean of Extended Education Carl Hansen, former International Center Director Guru Ghosh, and Rebecca Brown, the current director of the International Center, in creating short term and long term language and culture exchange program opportunities with related Punjabi colleges, particularly the Dev Samaj College for Women. Rebecca Brown and Carl Hansen met earlier this week to consider the possibility of these programs in conjunction with both Humboldt State and University of Georgia, via Michael Tarrant, who has conducted many exchange programs in the past and has offered to help. Hopefully this India project will be available during the next academic year with the partnership between CGP, HSU, and Michael Tarrant, and NHUHSD and related middle schools. 

3. We have two new possible programs with respect to China student exchange. The first program is being organized by Sai Zhang, and will be a summer program lasting about a month. The aim is to bring students to Humboldt County.  This will be a major discussion item for the annual meeting. The other program is being organized by Wurlig Bao, who is currently in Beijing working in the California State University Chancellor’s Office. She has proposed a program that would involve middle school (5th-7th grade) students from Qingdao, China coming to Humboldt County for a semester to a year. In conjunction with this, she has proposed that Humboldt State students travel to Qingdao to teach spoken English to pre-school and elementary school students for three months at a time.

4. We had the annual fundraiser in May under the continued leadership of Susan Vogt-Butch. It was another successful event, with about 100 people in attendance and lots of entertainment, including a martial arts demonstration and a sing-along with participants from the 2011 session of HCCS. Susan also coordinated an international burger buffet and bar, with volunteers including her own husband, Andy, as well as two other outside volunteers, Ryder Dschida and Kitty May. The proceeds totaled in $4200.85.

Due to some complications with my health, as well as problems with the pertinence of many agenda items, the annual board meeting originally scheduled for November 12, 2011 has been cancelled, and will be moved to a Saturday in January to be determined in the coming weeks.  Meanwhile, the HCCS committee and office staff are working together to begin registration for the 2012 program and hope to begin mailing registration forms next week.  The India program in conjunction with HSU is not feasible, so we are trying to find another affiliate university in the Bay Area to work with. There will also be an informal meeting of some local board members in place of the annual meeting so that these board members can collaborate on current and future programs and CGP projects. 

We are looking forward to both the 2011-12 and 2012-13 academic years with both present and future needed programs that are generally not being provided in the international academic community. The CGP website, managed by Renate Lien, is in need of adjustments, additions, and omissions, so it has been suggested that our Board and Advisory Council critique the website before the end of this calendar year. We thank all of the Board and Advisory Council members and related volunteers for assisting in the continued fulfillment of our mission and operation of this organization.

We thought this report was necessary to keep everyone up to date and to prepare for meetings with the local board and advisory council, as well as full board meetings in the coming months. Please contact me in Oregon with any suggestions, questions, or concerns.

